S IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY LI
JANUARY SESSION, A. D. 1965

H 1637 %@lﬂiﬂn

MEMORIALIZING THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TO PROPOSE AN
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES PROHIBITING
LITERACY TEST, SO-CALLED, IN THE STATES, AS A PREREQUISITE TO
THE EXERCISE OF VOTING RIGHTS.

WHEREAS, The right to vote is a right guaranteed to all
citizens by the Constitution of the United States, regardless
of race, color, creed or national origin, and

WHEREAS, There are now in force in some states laws which,
in effect, frustrate this constitutional right by imposing cer-
tain conditions, restrictions and prerequisites on the right
to vote,. which have the effect of disfranchising many citizens
of the United States, and

WHEREAS, Literacy tests, so-called, as a prerequisite to
the right to vote, have the effect of disfranchising many citi-
zens of the United States, who are otherwise qualified to vote,
and guaranteed the right to vote by virtue of the United States
Constitution; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the general assembly of the State of Rhode
Island and Providence Plantations place itself on record as
respectfully requesting the Congress of the United States to
propose an amendment to the Constitution of the United States
prohibiting literacy fest, so-called, in the states, as a pre-
requisite to the exercise of voting rights, and to submit said
proposed amendment to the legislatures of the several states

for ratification, and be it further




RESOLVED, That the secretary of state prepare certified
copies of this resolution and send them to the speaker of the
house of representatives and the president of the senate in the
United States congress, the majority and minority leaders of
both houses of congress and the members of the thde Island

delegation in theﬂcongress.
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AUGUST P. LAFRANCE

PRrIMO [AcCOBUCCI
SECRETARY OF STATE

FIRST DEPUTY

RONALDO E. LEMAY
SECOND DEPUTY

Stuate of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE
PROVIDENCE

April 27, 1965

Honorable Carl Albert
House Majority Leader
House Office Building
Washington, D. C.

Sir:

I am directed by the General Assembly to transmit to you
the enclosed certified copy of resolution (H 1637), introduced
by Representatives Brunero, Cook, Peloquin, Cunningham, Baronian
and others, entitled RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE CONGRESS OF
THE UNITED STATES TO PROPOSE AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE UNITED STATES PROHIBITING LITERACY TEST, SO-CALLED, IN
THE STATES, AS A PREREQUISITE TO THE EXERCISE OF VOTING RIGHTS,
passed by the General Assembly at the January Session, A. D.
1965 and approved by the Governor on the eighth day of April,
1965.

Very truly yours,
/
PP Femen ca

ugust P. LaFrance
Secretary of State
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May 3, 196S Jutciary

The Houorable August P. LaFrance
Secretary of State
Providence, Ehode Island

Dear Ny. Secretary:

Thank you for your letter and enclosed certified copy of
& resolution adopted by your Gemeral Assembly memorial-
ising the Congress to propose an amendment to the Com-
stitution prohibiting literacy tests as a prervequisite
to the exercise of voting rights. I appreciatsd being
advised of the views of the General Assembly iam this
matter and indesd will give them careful comsiderstiom.

Sincerely,

CARL ALBERT, M.C.



