GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION
B02 CAFAITZ BUTIDING
WASEINGION, D. C 20006

Ep=t L Barmila
Wishiogma Mamager July 13, 1564

The Honorable
Winston L. Prouty
United States Sencte
Washingian, D. C.
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WASHINGTON O &
Deer Senator Prouty:

Becouse of your inieresi in fraffic
safety, | thought you would like to see the
atteched ennouncement conceming another
General Motors development to advence

motoring safety.

Sincerely,
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Gexzkar Motozs CORFORATION
502 CATRITZ BUILDING N EWS
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20008

07! Thacutivw 30022

TOR RELEASE FTERNQON NEWSPAPERS CF WEDINESDAY, JULY 13, 1966

Warren, Mich. — General Morors Research Loborateries cemonsirered ¢ new experiments!
read—vehicle communicstions system tecay that would remind the moterist of spead end tmific signs,
enable him 7o summon help in an emergency, ¢ad provice QuUIO=GTie reusing for frips.

Dr. Lowrence R. Hefsmad, vice presiden: In chasge of GM Rescarch Laderateries, peinted
sut trat the new system, Xnewn cs Driver Aid, Infermation cnd Routing Sysrem, is the most compre=
2ensive et cevelesed for highwey communicetions. |t incorporcies these featuras:

|. Ceded emorgency meitages from ¢or $0 cuidmoiic recorcers in @ service center, with
voics acknowlzdgment from the center, oné veice redio communicsticn from ¢or 1o sorvice centar
end service center :C car.

2. A roodside-to-venicie cemmunication system that fransmits cudlo signs. These voice
messeses 1o the deiver con include emergency effic sulletins ebout the recd akecd, a8 well s
infermaticn en uzcoming cccemmodatiens end service facilities.

3. A visucl sign mindar, irigzeres Sy rosdway signals from mognes gr low—irequency
rrensmittess waich repeets higaway sich information an ¢ caret disalay insice the car.

4. A route minder iret guldes the driver to nis destinction withour use of meps, ZSgquismen:
insluces ¢ srogrommad in-cor route selecior and route cirectien indicctor activeted oy coded rocd=
wsy sigaels.

Dr. Hefstoe expizined rher rhe system osercies ea FCC (itizens B3ond radie channels and
I53 vorious faaiures eould be made aveilable eiiner s a single pockage or ¢s sesarote comactitle

suiicing~2iock ynis.
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In tocay's demenstrstica, GM Research Loboraisries usec two 1965 cars wita the complete
equizmeat. Ihey were driven over o sondansed vemsion of ea insersiete highwoy system oi GM
Technice| Center, comzlete with an informericn cenrer Tor two-way » radic communicatics, codec
megasts Suiied in the povemeni and iow freguency rocdside repecier iromsmitiers.

in eoea oF the nwo rest vehicles was o special ¢snscle, corsisting of {1) asmoll micro-
shone for voice communication with the informstion ceater, (2) o telephone-iyze cigl for sendin
our coded messages anc (3) o slor for the route minder punch card. The visual sign minder was
mounted over the instrument peagl ia line with the drivar's vision.

For tae route minder, rne driver uses  spesial caré zunched Tor his destinciion. The care
its = sler in the coasole. Tne routing ezuipmant is activated by signals from mogneis busied in the
roac at each majer interseetion, and comparas the signals with the zunched instiverions oa tha card,
Panal lights teil the driver whether io tum lefs, tum right, o: go streight through. Wits all mejer
interseetions coded, it would be pessible o tvel scross the U. S. by the system’s direstion.

A medified Citizens Bonc trenscelver arovides communication with a tervise ceater. ine
=orarist can €lal coded reguasts Tor read ¢r trovel informatica, police, ¢ad embuleace, o Fir
srucik or a tew fruck wiih goseline and o mecheaic. Small roadside rzpecrars ocated every ree
ro five miles reloy the messcge; c bose siction operster ackaawledges direct by voice and dispotches
the aid requested.

Tae esding system would prorect the driver and his foamily, since it would Se difficulk for

uncuthorized sarssas to receive information on the strondec car's locstion. Asd, the Grizens
nd trersceiver son st 20 used for veica esmmunicsrion ~= barh with the service cearer end other

operarers — in #As regules meanes.

- nore —



==

Audio sigrs are rrorsmitied on onz of Two sroposed Righwoy sciety chgnaels ia the Gitizens

sanc. Lew-power roacside unifs transmit infermation ea the recd chead, upcoming sccemmedaticns,

-l

end servics focilities. The unis contsin foped messages ang alss ezn 5e octiveted Tor rreasmissien
of live emergency messcges from @ control center.

Tne car's receiver is turmed on by pulses from burfed magness, end rurns off autematicelly
sfter @ massage is received.

The visual sign minder also Is wriggered 2y mognets. Posted spead limiss and such reifie
sign: 25 5203, yield, railrosd aressing, erc curve are repected on ¢ diszlay zane! in the car. The
criver is elerted by o "Seep”. The sign minder is designed o supalement —— raiher shan replece ==
existing im=ffic signs.

Ecuipment Tor the driver oid system, developed 3y the Elestrenlcs end |astrumentation
Dzpormment ot GM Resecrch Laborararies, is based on exisiing technelogy, Edward F. Weller,
deperiment head, soid.
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iegis, - Commerce - frensporietion

July 14, 31966

Mr. Ernest L. Barcella
Vashington Manager

General Motors Corporation
802 Cafritz Building
Washing‘ton, D.C. 2&06

Dear Mr., Barcella;
It was kind of you to send me your letter
of the thirtsenth, together with the copy of the
announcenent about your most recent motor safety device.
I an certain this 18 the kind of thing the
Commerce Committee and the Senate had in mind when
vwe acted on sautomobile safety legislation.

Sincerely yours,

Winston L. Prouty
United States Senator
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