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FOR ARKANSAS, the real meaning of
the Voting Rights Bill of 1965 is obviously

in what it dﬂﬂlﬁ: ‘And that makes
the story of the bill the story of
an amendment. i .
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Senate passage, Arkansas Is cﬁmpluh!g
exempt from Its provisions for federal
registrars wherever there is wvole dis-
crimination. Prospects are for final Con-
gressional approval of the bill with the
exemption remaining a part of the meas-
ure.

The Arkansas exemption came in the
form of an amendment offered by Sena-

tors J. William Fulbright and John Me-
Clellan and accepted by the Senate, It
provides simply that no federal regis-
trars can go into a state which has, by
the constitutional route, set up a hin-
drance-free voling registration system.
To further bracket Arkansas within the
meaning of the amendment, the constitu-
tional registration system will have had
to be instituted between Nov. 1, 1964 and
March 1, 1965.

Fulbright, who was the chief architect
of the amendment, was moved to offer
it in the first place by the probability
that the voting bill would apply to some
Arkansas counties where less than 25 per
cent of the Negroes are registered, as
well as the possibility that lt could apply
to every Arkansas county because of the
disenfranchisement of all Arkansas vot-
ers by legal tangles.

But perhaps the most interesting part
of the amendment story lies in the ma-
chinations and intrigue that went into
its acceptance by the Senate.

Having decided that Arkansas ought to
be exempt from the bill, Fulbright set
out upon the often torturous path of lez-
islative negotiation and compromise.

The senator's reputation for calm and
intelligence give him credentials equal-
ly acceptable among Northern liberals,
Southern conservatives and the harried
Senate leadership. He was able, there.
fore, to convince all elements in the
polyglot Senate that his objective was
just and equitable, something no other
Southerner might have accomplished.

It helped that Arkansas had not had
any history of voter discrimination, as
attested by the U. 8. Civil Rights Com-
mission which failed twice to detect any.
Those close to the situation say this was

the icate that stood Fulbright in
the best stead.

Eir" o, the negotiations that went on
were wor 4., of something out of a 19th
Cdnt ¥ European court. Fulbright's
amendment was first broached to the

Senate Democratic Policy Committee,
which is sort of the leadership’s strate-
gy board. The committee turned to the
Justice Department for clearance. After

ansas's Exemption:

S-5-¢%

he Voting Rights Law’

some language changes in the amend'“"
_ment, clearance was glven. 81
© " All of this took place, as they say In”’
diplomacy, on the staff, or ministerial<
level, Then Fulbright went personally o'
Majority Leader Mike Mansfield of Mom-
tana and Senator -Philip Hart of Michi«n
‘gan, a member of the bill-drafting Ju--
‘diclary Committee who was In charge ofi
the bill on the floor. They reacted wa'lé'
and when they checked with Justice di—
rectly, acquiesced.

Then, Senator Everett M. Dirksen uE"’
Ilinois, the Minority Leader and wrma
much a force to be reckoned with
the bill, had to be consulted. Staff wor
in this ragard almost broke down uvar"'-’f
a Dirksen aide's suggestion that the>
amendment be made more inclusive and,
its language be put in the present tense
so it might apply more broadly to other’™
states and situations. The haggling was!
finally overcome when Fulbright and;
Dirksen got together personally,

There was one more hurdle. Seuntur_
Jacob Javits, Republican of New York,
was worried that the amendment might™
preclude the Census Bureau from munh
ing Arkansas noses to insure that
istration was above the discrimination”
level. The language was changed again®
this time to Javits's satisfaction. T.hm
way seemed clear.

By the end of the week du.ring whmh
all this took place everything had been

_ tidied up and Fulbright took the flodr

to 4 his and MecClellan's amends:
ment. his explanation, only Hari
and Senator John Stennis of Hissis:!lpﬂ
had comments. Stennis, whose state
one of the bill's chief targets, wanted to”
make sure that Arkansas wasn't getting,
off too easily. Both Fulbright and Hart.
assured him it wasn't because the Ar-
kansas shift to a permanent registra‘”
tion system came well before the voting '
rights bill was ever thought of, and, if-
the ftate doesn't register everyone im-
partially, it would come fully under tHH
terms of the bill. n
With that, the Senate adopted thqi i
amendment by voice vote and therely,
tacked an interesting footnote onto the
mvﬂ ts story of 1965. -

n the Dictionary ..,

EHIGHT HAS achieved fame of
another sort. He has made the diction::
ary. Webster's newest edition carries
the senator’'s name as a noun, synony- o
mous with certain scholarships on a st!l

dent exchange basis.

In the same connection, Hassnchuselu+
Institute of Technology recently forward-
ed to Fulbright a letter it had recel'.rmi'
from an 18-yvear-old Greek student. In’
halting English, Simos Stathis wrote,
“Should it be possible, please inform meg;
if it will be possible to grant me a
or half bright as the financial possibili-’
I_lt:s :gl my very good father are rathﬁﬂ
imited.”




