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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JANUARY 6,1965

Mr. Baya (for himself, Mr. ANpERSON, Mr. BartLETT, Mr. B1sLE, Mr. Boges,
Mr. BrewsteEr, Mr. Burpick, Mr. Byrp of Virginia, Mr. Caruson, Mr.
Casg, Mr. CaurcH, Mr. Crarg, Mr. Coorer, Mr. Curtis, Mr. DIRKSEN,
Mr. Doop, Mr. Dominick, Mr. Doucras, Mr. Eastranp, Mr. Ervin, Mr.
FanwNiN, Mr. Fong, Mr. GrueNINGg, Mr. HaArRT, Mr. HARTKE, Mr. HICKEN-
LOOPER, Mr. INoUuYE, Mr. JacksoN, Mr. Javirs, Mr. JouxsToN, Mr. JoRr-
pAN of North Carolina, Mr. Joroax of Idaho, Mr. Kucuer, Mr. Long
of Missouri, Mr. MaeNuson, Mr. Mansrierp, Mr. McCarray, Mr. Mc-
CrerranN, Mr. MoGee, Mr. McGoverN, Mr. McINTYRE, Mr. METCALF,
Mr. Mo~NroNEY, Mr. Morse, Mr. Morron, Mr. Moss, Mr. Mu~pr, Mr.
Murpry, Mr. Muskie, Mr. Nerson, Mrs. NruBErGER, Mr. PASTORE,
Mr. Pern, Mr. Prouty, Mr. ProxmIre, Mr. Ranporra, Mr. Risicorr, Mr.
RoBerTsoN, Mr. SavroNstarn, Mr. Scorr, Mr. Stmpson, Mr. SMATHERS,
Mr. SpareMaN, Mr. StennNis, Mr. SymineToN, Mr. Typines, Mr. Yar-
BOROUGH, Mr. Youne of North Dakota, and Mr. Youne of Ohio) intro-
duced the following joint resolution; which was read twice and referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary

JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States
relating to succession to the Presidency and Vice Presidency
and to cases where the President is unable to discharge the
powers and duties of his office.

1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of
2 the United States of America in Congress assembled (two-

8 thirds of each House concurring therein), That the following
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2
article is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and
purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified by the
legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven
years from the date of its submission by the Congress:
“ARTICLE —

“SectioN 1. In case of the removal of the President
from office or of his death or resignation, the Vice President
shall become President.

“Src. 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the
Vice President, the President shall nominate a Vice Presi-
dent who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority
vote of both Houses of Congress.

“Src. 3. If the President declares in writing that he is
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, such
powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice President
as Acting President.

“Src. 4. If the President does not so declare, and the
Vice President with the written concurrence of a majority
of the heads of the executive departments or such other body
as Congress may by law provide, transmits to the Congress
his written declaration that the President is unable to dis-
charge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President
shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the office

as Acting President.
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“Sec. 5. Whenever the President transmits to the Con-
gress his written declaration that no inability exists, he shall
resume the powers and duties of his office unless the Vice
President, with the written concurrence of a majority of the
heads of the executive departments or such other body as
Congress may by law provide, transmits within two days to
the Congress his written declaration that the President is
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office.
Thereupon Congress will immediately decide the issue. If
the Congress determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses
that the President is unable to discharge the powers and
duties of the office, the Vice President shall continue to dis-
charge the same as Acting President; otherwise the Presi-

dent shall resume the powers and duties of his office.”
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