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[Transcription of the “My opinion is” section of “Opinion Ballot from Rockdale with Reply”]

[page 1]
[My opinion is] that the States should be given the opportunity to correct what abuses might be
existing in their localities. I am not opposed (over)

[page 2]

to literacy tests if they are given fairly to the voters without discrimination of any kind, race
included. I think some Southern States have discriminated against Negroes in this manner. This
should end, with the States seeing to its end. | think we can if we can be left alone to do it.

Mr. Poage, | am opposed to the Voting Rights Act because | believe it has been levied
against the South, with its main application to the South. I am wondering whether it would really
be enforced throughout our country, not just in the South. | think we have been wrong, but |
think we can right our wrongs. Have other States been investigated besides Southern ones??




May B, 1965 Judiedary

Degr M. Downtain:

Your Opinion Bellot on the "Voting Rights Act of 1955" has just
bean recalved.

Of course, the bill has not come before us and we do not kmow
just what it will contain, but I think there is mach dsnger of legis-
lation alomg the type that has been discussed.

I went to prohibit sny diseriminstion, but I went to prohibit
dseriminstion againet states as well as individusls, end I still
balieve that the states of this Union have a place in our form of
govermment and have a funetion to perform. That funetion, of course,
doea not ineludes the right to ignore the 15th snd 19tk Amendments,

ed with these two smendments, it scems to me thst
every state has the »ight to determine for itself whether it will
apply a literscy test, the age st which it will let citizens wvote, the
lived in the state before they csn
have the edueational gualification as

¥. B. Poage, Congressman
WEP:ond
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