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ECONOMI C MAP OF Southeast Asia has been called a tropical treasure house. In more peaceful

times it has helped feed populous Asia and stocked the warehouses of the world
with spices, rubber, tea, copra, hemp and important metals. The picture still applies
S O . l ' I \ H E A S ! I ' A S I A to some degree, but two decades of war, revolution and the political instability of
the new governments have wrought major changes. Agriculture continues to engage
over three-quarters of the population. The rich river basins and coastal plains are

SCALE OF MILES rice surplus areas with plantation crops such as rubber, tea and coffee to be found
on the upland plateaus. Unfortunately, yields per acre are low and production of

: i 20 0 e - i . a1 o, e export commodities has not been enough to pay for goods from abroad. Mineral
resources are still abundant, but except for oil and tin, deposits have not been fully

National Capitals___ - ________. o Internal Boundaries oo —"——"— developed. Coal is scarce and generally of low quality. A new element in the
economic picture is the attempt to develop local industry and attain some degree of

Cities .- S — . Selected Roads_—————o____. e self-sufficiency for the new nations. Progress has been made, notably in Singapore,
. . B et i . ; the Philippines, Taiwan and North Vietnam, but it is doubtful if the industrialization
International Boundaries .. Maijor Railroads oo of either growing Communist China or of westernized Japan can be duplicated in
Int'l Boundaries In Dispute . —**—"" & Railroads Under Construction —+-+-+- Southeast Asia. But the economic destiny of the area is being shaped by more than

local forces. Today’s evaluation is being changed by tomorrow’s headlines.
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FACTS ABOUT NORTH VIETNAM

POPULATION:

LENGTH: 400 miles

WIDTH: 80 miles (along 20°)

AREA: 63,370 square miles (similar
in size to the state of Wash-
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Coast and Harbors: Most of the coast
is straight and sand dune lined. North
of Haiphong the coast is irregular and
rocky. Haiphong is the chief port.

Interior: The rugged uplands of the
north and the Annamese Cordillera
occupy most of the North Vietnamese
area. The flat Red River delta contains
the majority of the country’s people
and is a major rlce producer.

vegetation cover is largely tropical Red Chmese
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Cé Pi North Vietnam experiences warm
summers and cool winters.
average temperature ranges between
82° in June and 63° in January with
an average rainfall of 68 inches for
Summer is the season of
maximum rainfall.
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FACTS ABOUT SOUTH VIETNAM

POPULATION: 15,715,000
LENGTH: 585 miles
WIDTH: ’II‘OO miles (Cambodian border to Nha
ra
AREA: 65, 726 square miles (similar in size to
the state of Washington)

TERRAIN
Coast and Harbors: Long stretches of the coast

are straight sandy beaches. Saigon, Nha Trang, _ -

Qui Nhon and Da Nang are the main ports.
Cam Ranh Bay is a deep and well sheltered
harbor of great strategic importance.

Interior: The northern portion is dominated by
the rugged Annamese Cordillera mountain chain
with fertile deltas along the coast. The central
area consists of a vast plateau. The south is
dominated by the Mekong delta and plains, one
of the world’s richest rice-growing regions.
Tropical rain forest is the chief vegetation form.

WEATHER
The cllmate is hot and humid with temperatures
averaging around 80° throughout the year. The
highland areas are somewhat cooler. Saigon’s
annual rainfall amounts to 79 inches. The sum-
mer monsoon winds bring most of the rain.
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Kontum (plate .D 6 Tien Sa (pen.) Koulen ........cccceeveunen. C6 Svay Po ... .B 6 Srepok (river) ..... 6 Chavane\ ........ .D 5 Muong Tahoi .. ..D 4  Vieng Pou Ka .. WA 2
Lagan (point) .. .E 7 Varella (cape) Krakor .... ...C 6 Svay Rieng .C 7 Stung Chikreng (riv.) C 6 Dong Hene .C 4 Muong Thong ...A 3 Vientiane (cap.) .....B 4
Lang Bian (mts.) .....E 6 Ya Krong Bolah Kratie ..... w8 Takeo ... .C 7 Stung Porong (riv.)...C 6  Houei Sai . A2 NaKang ... ke @i XIEng KWO  ..ooseensesssis 2
PHYSICAL FEATURES Mang Yang (pass) ...E 6 IREY o Krauchmar . ..C 6 Takhmau ...... .C 7 Stung Pursat (riv.)..B 6 Keng Kok L4 7 NERER i inamidon A 4 Xieng Khouang aBv3
Mekong, Mouths of the Lomphat ... ..D 6 Tang Krasang .. .C 6 Stung Sang Ke (riv.) B 6 Kham Keut ... .C 3 Nam Tha, Muong Xieng Ngeun 3
(dBlta) .. G bl D8 Melouprey .. ...C 6 Tang Paloch ..... .C 7 Stung Sen (river) ...C 6 Khang Khal X B3 BN il A 2 Xieng Vang .. 4
4 Mui Bai Bung (point)C 8 CAMBODIA Mimot .... D T TN L .B 7 Stung Sreng (river)..B 5 Khok Hé . .B 3 Nang Khan ok il
Annamese Cordillera Mui Batangan (cape) E 5 Moung ...B 6 Thalabarivat .C 6 Stung Staung (riv.)..C 6 Khong .......... .C5 - Napé .. ..C 3 PHYSICAL FEATURES
C 3 MuiCaiBan (cape) ..C 7 CITIES and TOWNS 0 Raing D 6 Thmar Puok .... .B 6 Tonlé Kong (river)...D 6  Khong Sédone .5 NaPhac ..C4
..B 8  Mui Chon May Dong Pailin . B 6 Trapeang Chong .....B 6 Tonlé Repou (river).C5 Kong My ....... D5 NaSou.. B3
D7 £ T SR E 4 Angtassom ..C 7 Phnom ‘Penh C 7 Trapeang Kraleng ....B 7 Tonle Sap (lake) ....B 6 [Lahanam .C 4 Nhommarath . «C 4
Batangan (pen.) .....E 5 Mui Da Nang (cape) E 4 Banam . ...C 7 Phsar Babau . C 6 Tukchor .... B6 Lak Sao .C 3 Nong Het ... B3
i ..E 6 Mui Da Vaich (cape) E 7 Baray ....... ..C 6 Phsar Oudong C 7 Tuk Meas .C7 LAy .D5 OuNeua .. b
) .. C 8 Mui Dinh (cape) ...... E 7 Bat Rokar . ..C 7 Phum Kanchriech ....C 7 Veal Renh . B7 LAOS Lao Ngam ... C5 PakHinB sorke
Ca Mau (Mui Bai Mui Ke Ga (cape) ...E 7 Battambang ...........B 6 Phum Kompong Kdey C 6 Virachei (Vo )D 6 Lavi Pho Thong D5 Paklay A 3
..C 8  Mui NamTram (cape)E 5 Camp Le Rolland.....D 6 Phum Romenh C7 CITIES and TOWNS Luang Prabang B3 PakOu B 2
Cam Ranh (bay) E 7 Mui Ong Dien (cape) E 6 Chambak ......... .C7 PhumSamit .........B 7 ppveicaAL FEATURES Mahaxay .......... .C4 PakSan B 3 r
Cau Hai (lagoon) ....E 4 Muyj Vung Tau (cape)D 7 Cheom Khsan ..........C 5 Phum Sdok Ac Ang Kham ........... C4 Moulapamok .C5 Pakse .. C 5 MuGia (pass) .
Chu Yang Sin (mt.) ..E 6  Muj Yen (cape) ....... E6 C 6 ROMEAs .....icummenns C6 Attopeu ..... ..D 5 Muong Cham .........C 3 PakSen B 2 Nam Beng (river) ...
- D 8 Ngoc Linh (mt.) ... E5 D 6 Phum Siembauk C 6 Angkor Thom (ruins) B 6 Ban Ban . ..B'3 Muong Houn ..........A 2 Pak Song C 5 Nam Ca Dinh (Nam
Cu Lao Cham (isl.) ...E 5 Nuj Vong Phu (mt.)..E 6 C7 Phum Smach ..... ...C 5 Angkor Wat (ruins)..B 6 Ban Done ... ..B'3  Muong Huong ........B 3 PakTha .. A2 Theun) (river)
Cu Lao Hon (isl.) ....E 7 padaran (Mui Dinh) C7 Poipet ... ...B 6 Bassac (river) ......... C 7 Ban Don Noun ......... B 3 Muong Kassy ..........B 3 PhaBoun B 3  Nam Khan (river) ....
g5 (CaDB) e s E7 e 75 "Rohlel ..o ...C 6 Cardamom (mts.) ...B 7 Ban Hin Leck Fai ....C 3 Muong Khop .... A 3 Phapho ... D5 Nam Ngum (river) ...
D7 Phan R| (hay).......E 7 ..D 6 Poste Deshayes . D 6 Dangrek Chain Ban Houei Kong .....D 5 Muong Khoua .........B 2  Phiafay ... D5 Nam Nhiep (river) ...
woe:E 4 Pha Tam (lagoon) ....D 4 C 7 -Poste Gatille i ;D6 = T lrante) .ot C 5 Ban Houei Mun ....... D5 Muonglan ... .B 3 Phong Saly B2 NamOQu (river)
Dao Phu Quoc (isl.) ..B 7 phy Du (isl.) ........... B7 C7 PrekKak ... ...C 6 Elephant Chain Ban Keng Sim ..D 5 Muong Leuk . .B 3 Phong Savan .. B 3 Nam Seng (river) ...
Darlac (plateau) ......E 6  Phuoc Mai (pen.) ....E 6 Preksandek [ SR YT B 7 BanKeun ... AB3S Muonglieti s o C2 Phon Tiou ... C4 Nam Suong (river) ...
Da Troun (pass) .....E 7 Ppoulo Condore (Con B 7 Preylovea ... .C 7 Joncs (plain) ..........C 7 Ban Khéne .. ..D'5  Muong Luong Nam Phoune Thong C5 NamTha (river) ...
Deux Freéres (isls.) ...D 8  Son) (isls.) ......... D8 .D 6 PreyVeng .. ..C7 KasTang (isl) ........B 7 BanNaKay wo....C 4 A AEls A2 SalamPhao ...........C 5 Nam Theun (river)....
Di Linh (plateau) ....E 7 Poylo Dama (isls.) ...C 8 Ko Mayol ... .D 6 Pursat ... ...B 6 Koh Kong (isl.) .......B 7 Ban Nam Bac .........B 2 Muong May .. .D5 Samneua ... ..C 2 Phou Bia (mt.)
Dong Voi Mep (mt.)..D 4  Saint Jacques (cape) D 7 Komchai Meas ........C 7 Ream .. ..B 7 Koh Rong (isl.) B 7 BanNaPhao ..........C 4 Muong Mugne ........A 2  SaMoi ... ...D 4 Phou Cé Pi (mt.)
Dung Quat (bay) E 5 Song An Lao (river)..E 5 Kompong Bang ........ C6 Roluos ... C 6 Koh Rong Sam Lem Ban Pha Tang ..B'3 Muong Nane ..........B3 SamTeu ... G 3¢ Phou Lol (it )-ioiniie
D 7 Song Ba (river) ...... E 6 Kompong Cham ......C 6 Rovieng .. 68 SIS e B 7 Ban Sop Tiek .........B 2 Muong Ngoi .. ‘B2 Sam Thong . L£43" Phi Xan Lai Leng
Ha Trung (lagoon) ...D 4 Song Be (river) ....... D7 Kompong Chen C6 Sambor .. ...D 6 Kompong Som (bay) B 7 Ban Sot ......... .. 3 Muong Nong ..........D 4  Sanakham .. S S {15 S
Hon Buong (isl.) C 8 Song Ben Hai (river) D 5 Kompong Chhnang ..C 6 Samrong .... ....B 5 Mekong (river) ........ C 7 Ban Tasseng .. ...D 5 Muong Qu Tay A 1 Saravane ... ..D 5 RaoCo(mt) ...
Cc8 Song Boung (river) .D 5 Kompong Luong ....... B 6 Senmonorom . ....D 6 Poulo Way (isls.)....B 8 Ban Thateng . .D 5 Muong Pak Beng ...... A 3 Savannakhet . ani0oq S§ Bang F@' (river)...
E 6 Song Cai (river) ... D 5 Kompong Luong ...... C7 SiemPang ... ....D 5 Preah Vihear (ruins)C 5 Ban Thouei .......... B 3 MuongPeun ............ B 2  Sayaboury w3 S Bang Hieng
..C 8 Song Dong Nai (riv.) D 7 Kompong-Rau .........C 7 Siem Reap ..... ...B 6 Preas Trapeung Bassac (Champassak)C 5 Muong Phalane .C 4  Sépone (Tchepone)...D 4 (Hiver) i
) .....E 6 Song Hau Giang (riv.)C 7 Kompong Som ..... .B 7 Sihanoukville 7BT ISR DBRBONeNg ..o 4 Muong Phine ..........C 4  Sop Nao ...B 2 Sé Done (river)
Hon Minh Hoa (isl.)..C 7 Song Sai Gon (river) D 7 Kompong Speu ........C 7  Sisophon .... B 6 Prek Chhlong (river) D 6 Borikhane 3 Muong Phong C4  Soppone -..C 3 Sé Kong (river)
Hon Panjang (isl.) ..B 8 Song Tien Giang (riv.)C 7 Kompong Sralao C5. Shtiolt ... ...D-6 Prek Te (river) ........ D 6 Botene ... 4 Muong Sai ..............A 2 Tchepone ... ..D 4 Song Chu (river)
C 8 Song Vam Co Dong Kompong Thom ........ G 6. Srang ..:.. ....C 7 Prek Thnot (river) ... C 7 Boualapha ... 4  Muong Sing .. oA 2 Thac Hiet .. ..D 5 Tonlé Repou (river) ..
c8 CeIvery o ioiiinvviionss D 7 Kompong Trabeck ...C 6 Sre Khtum .............. D 6 Sambor (rapids) ...... D 6 Boun Neua 2 Muong Soi ............... C 2 ThaDeua B 4 Tranninh (plateau)...
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EVENTS LEADING TO CRISIS
A Chronology of the Vietnam Conflict Since 1945 (

1945 ;

Mar. 9—Japanese occupation authorities proclaim
independent Vietnam with Emperor Bao Dai
as nominal ruler.

Sept. 2—Communist dominated Vietminh Inde-
pendence League seizes power under Ho Chi
Minh; establish “Democratic Republic of
Vietnam.”

Sept. 22—French troops return to Vietnam, clash
with Communists and anti-French national-
ists in Tonkin.

1946

Mar. 6—France recognizes Democratic Rep. of
Vietnam as “free state” within Indo-Chinese
Federation and French Union. Disagreement
over status of new state.

Dec. 19—Vietminh attack on French troops in
north begins eight-year Indo-China War.

1947

Sept.—French, in control of principal towns and
communications, seek nationalist support
through Bao Dai.

1949

Mar. 8—Independent state of Vietnam established
with ties to France.

June 14—Bao Dai assumes role as chief of state
of Vietnam; nationalists withhold support.

July 19—Laos established as independent state
with ties to France.

Nov. 8—Cambodia established as independent
state with ties to France.

1950
May 8—U.S. announces military and economic
aid to Vietnam and other Indo-Chinese

states.
1953
April 9—Vietminh extend war to Laos.
1954

May 7—French stronghold at Dien Bien Phu falls
to Vietminh assault.

July 21—Cease-fire signed at Geneva. Partition
of Vietnam at 17th parallel into Communist
north and anti-Communist south with pro-
viso of free elections in 1956.

Sept. 8—Southeast Asia Defense Treaty (SEATO)
signed to prevent further Communist €xpan-
sion in Asia.

1955

Oct. 26—Republic of Vietnam established in
South Vietnam with Ngo Dinh Diem as pres-
ident. U.S. promises aid.

1956

May 8—Free elections to reunify the two Viet-
nams postponed.

April—Last French troops in Vietnam leave. U.S.
military advisors help train South Viet-
namese army.

1957
May 29—Crisis in Laos as pro-Communist Pathet
Lao forces make bid for power.

1959

April—Increase of Communist underground
(Vietcong) activity in South Vietnam, sup-
plied and directed from North Vietnam.

July 8—First casualties to U.S. Military Assis-
tance Group in South Vietnam.

1960

Nov. 11—Unsuccessful military revolt against
Diem regime in South Vietnam.

Dec.—Fighting in Laos increases.

1961

Jan.—North Vietnam and U.S.S.R. aid pro-
Communist rebels in Laos.

Mar.—U.S. reacts to threat of Communist take-
over in Laos with increased aid and dispatch
of troops to Thailand.

May-Dec.—Conference at Geneva on ending Lao-
tian crisis.

July—U.S. steps up aid to South Vietnam; in-
creases role of military advisors.

1962

June 11—Agreement on coalition government in
Laos announced.

Oct.—American helicopter units now moving
South Vietnamese troops on raids against
Vietcong.

1963

May-Aug.—Buddhist demonstrations against
Diem government in South Vietnam.

Nov. 1—Military coup overthrows Diem regime.

Nov. 19—Cambodia renounces U.S. economic
and military aid; moves closer to Communist
China.

1964

Jan. 30—Second military coup begins long series
of governmental changes in South Vietnam.

Aug. 2—North Vietnamese PT boats attack U.S.
destroyer in Gulf of Tonkin.

Aug. 4—U.S. carries out retaliatory strikes against
PT boats and facilities in North Vietnam
after second attack on U.S. ships.

1965

Feb. 7—U.S. planes begin bombing raids north
of 17th parallel in retaliation for Vietcong
attack on U.S. base at Pleiku.

Mar.—U.S. commits combat troops to active sup-
port of South Vietnamese forces.

June 18—First of B-52 bomber raids from Guam
against Vietcong concentrations.

July 28—President Johnson announces increase of
American forces in South Vietnam to
125,000.

Aug. 29—Battle at Van Tuong, first major in-

~ volvement of U.S. ground troops against
Vietcong.
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