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= 8. J.RES. 139

[Report No. 1382]

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Drcemeer 12 (legislative day, Decemser 11), 1963

Mr. Bayu (for himself, Mr. Barrrerr, Mr. Bisre, Mr. Burpick, Mr. Casg,
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Mr. Crarg, Mr. Cooper, Mr. Dobp, Mr. Dominick, Mr. Doucras, Mr. Ep-
MoxDsoN, Mr. Ervin, Mr. Foxe, Mr. Hartse, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. JaviTs,
Mr. Kucner, Mr. Loxe of Missouri, Mr. McGoverN, Mr. MCINTYRE, Mr.
Mercarr, Mr. Moss, Mr. NeLson, Mr. Pearson, Mr. PeLr, Mr. RanpoLpH,
Mr. SarroNsTarn, Mr. Scorr, Mr. Smreson, and Mr. Youne of Ohio)
introduced the following joint resolution; which was read twice and
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

Avucust 13,1964

Reported by Mr. Bays, with amendments

[Omit the part struck through and insert the part printed in italic]

JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United

States relating to succession to the Presidency and Vice
Presidency and to cases where the President is unable to

discharge the powers and duties of his office.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representaties
of the United States of America in Congress assembled (two-
thirds of each House concurring therein), That the following
article is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and
purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified by the
legislatures of three-fourths of the several States: States within

seven years from the date of its submission by the Congress:
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“Arrterns —
“SrexroN 1= In ease of the removal of the President
then eurrent term. Within a period of thirty days there-

after; the new President shall nominate & Viee President

who shall take office upon eonfirmation by both Hoeuses of
Congress by & mejority of these present and voting:
“SE6: 2 In ease of the removal of the Viee President
from offiee; or of his death or resignation; the President;
within & period of thirty days thereafter; shall nominate
beth Houses of Congress by & majority vote of these present
atd Fotng:
he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his offiee;
President; i satisfied that sueh nebility exists; shall; upen
the written approval of & majority of the heads of the exeen-
and duties of the office of Acting President:
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shailfes&me%heéiseh&fgeef%hepe%%fs&ﬁdéuﬁesefhiﬂ |
office on the seventh day after maling such announeement;
ef&%&&eheaac}ieft-iﬂ%&ftefsaehaﬂﬂeuﬂeemeﬁ%ashe&ﬂé
dea&méﬁh%hewi%%appwv&le&&m&jeﬁ&e%ﬂaeheﬁdsef
exee&%ivedepaﬁ%&e%sh&eﬁeeaﬂheﬁmee%&ﬁeh&nﬁe&aee—
meﬁt;ﬁ&ﬁs&ﬁsm%he%ﬁgresslﬁs%eﬂdeelaﬂﬁeﬁeh&s
tfheGeﬁgressshaﬂlthefeﬂﬁeheeﬁsiéef»zheiss&e: H the Con-
gfe%ﬂﬂ%%heﬁmses&eﬁ;ﬁshaﬂas%emblemsi}eewlsesswﬂ
on the eall of the Viee President: H the Congress determines
thirds of the Members present in ench House; that the abil-
ﬁyef%hellfesﬂeﬁ%h%ﬁe%%emm&%ed;ﬂ*efeﬂpeﬂ;ﬁemﬁh—
Ae%iﬂgllpes%deﬁ%&ﬁﬁl%heeee&ﬁeﬁeeefbheeafﬁestef%he
ef&majeﬁ%yef%hel\lembefspfeseﬂ%iﬁe&ehﬁeﬁse;%h%
term ends:

Swe. 6 Aar{1)y H; by reasen of death; resionation;
remeoval from offiee; in ability; or failure to qualify; there s
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neither & President nor Viee President to discharge the
powers and duties of the office of President; then the officer
of the United States who is highest on the following list; and
svho is not under disabiity to discharge the powers and duties
of the office of President; shall act as President: Seeretary of
General; Postmuaster Genernl; Seeretnay: of Interior; Seeretary
of Agrieulture; Seeretary of Commeree; Seeretary of Labor;
Seeretary of Health; Edueation; and Welfare; and such other
heads of exeeutive departments as may be established here-

“{2} The same rule shall apply in the ease of the death;
resignation; remeval from office; or nabiity of an individual
the Senate; prior to the time of the death; resienation; re-
President; and must not be under impenchment by the House
of Representatives at the time the powers and duties of the

“b)y In ease of the death; resignation; or removal of
beth the President and Viee President; his suceessor shall be
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President to discharge the powers and duties of the office
be subject to the provisions of seetions 3; 4; and 5 of this
artiele as i he were a Viee President acting in ease of dis-

“fe) The taking of the oath of office by an individual
speeified in the list of paragraph (1) of subseetion {a) shall
be held to eonstitute his resignation from the office by virtue
of the holding of which he qualifies to aet as President:

“{d) During the period that any individual aets as
President under this seetion; his eompensation shall be at the
rate then provided by law in the ease of the President:

“Ste: = Fhis artiele shall be inoperative unless it shall
have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitation by
the legislatures of threefourths of the several States within

“ARTICLE —

“SgecrioN 1. In case of the removal of the President
from office or of his death or resignation, the Vice President
shall become President.

“SEc. 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of
the Vice President, the President shall nominate a Vice
President who shall take office upon confirmation by a ma-
jority wvote of both Houses of Congress.

“Skc. 3. If the President declares in writing that he
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is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office,
such powers’ and duties shall be discharged by the Vice
President as Acting President.

“SEc. 4. If the President does not so declare, and the
Vice President with the written concurrence of a majority
of the heads of the executive departments or such other body
as Congress may by law provide, transmits to the Congress
his written declaration that the President is unable to dis-
charge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President
shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the office
as Acting President.

“SEc. 5. Whenever the President transmits to the Con-
gress his written declaration that no inability exists, he shall
resume the powers and duties of his office unless the Vice
President, with the written concurrence of a majority of the
heads of the executive departments or such other body as
Congress may by law provide, transmits within two days
to the Congress his wrilten declaration that the President
is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office.
Thereupon Congress shall immediately decide the issue. If
the Congress determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses
that the President is unable to discharge the powers and
duties of the office, the Vice President shall continue to dis-
charge the same as Acting President; otherwise the President

shall resume the powers and duties of his office.”
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