Octoker 21, 1965

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE TO PRESS AND WIRE SERVICES

TO BACK U. S. TROOPS
MORALE CAMPAIGN BEGUN BY JAYCEES

Muncie JAYCEES, incensed at what they termed the "unpatriotiec,
morale-dimming" aspects of recent protest marches against U. 5. Viet

Nam policies, teday launched OPERATION BIG LIFT. The goal is te

flood American treops in the Asian area with morale-tuilding letters
showing all-out suppert from the home front.

In an appeal te "all patrietic eitizens", the young men's organ-
i1zatlon called for thousands ef letters,.and expressed hope that
"BIG LIFT" will develep inte a nation-wide crusade.

The JAYCEES will collect these letters and ferward them to the
estimated 200,000 members of the armed ferces who will be serving in
Viet Nam by Christmas. ‘

Letters sheuld be addressed te the MUNCIE JAYCEES, c/e¢ OPERATION
BIG LIPT, POST OFFICE BOX 1050, MUNCIE, INDIANA. Kent Sanders,
local chairman of the project, said the letters should express
appreclation of freedom-leving peoples everywhere,

The erganization has gone on recerd nationally as supperting
the policy as set forth by President Jehnsen and is concermed that
werd eof draft card burning and pretest marches reaching our troops
will lead them te believe that this vocal minerity speaks fer the
majority opinion,

Fer governmental affairg, the MUNCIE JAYCEES were named one
of the top ten clubs in the nation in 1964,

Contact: Kent Sanders
for P, 0. Bex 1050

further Muncie, Indiana
details Area 317 759-7325
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"UNITED WE STAND, DIVIDED WE FALL"

TO THE EDITOR:

It i1g pretty sickening te 'me te read and hear abeut the dem-
snstratiens that are taking place nationwide against our gevern-
ment's pelicy in Viet Nam,

It 1s easy to sit back and be an armchair militsry strategist
and pick apart the present day eperatiens 1q Viet Nam or be a very
passive individual and remark, "I don't care" er "It's z leng way
frez here, se I'm net woerried." But even werse than this is te say,
"I den't believe in my gevernment." My personal feeling is, all the
qualified military persennel esver in Viet Nam are much better in-
fermed than myself, and for that metter, mest Amerilcan citizens.

I weuld rather back my gevernment here and let qualified persennel
direct the actual eperations ever there,

Recently while talking te Jim Skidmere, U.S. Jaycee president,
I heard a pretty sebering stery. This cencerned a seventeen-year-
2ld bey he visited in Walter Reed Hespital in Washingten just a
ceurle of weeks age. The yeung man had just been sent heme frem
Viet Nam badly maimed, He teld President Skidmere the werst thing
a U.5. seldier in Viet Nam could de teday was epen up an American
newspaper, He was referring, eof ceurse, te the censtant articles
publicizing the pacifists, draft card burners, and demsnstratoers.

I can visualize, Mr. and Mrs. Citizen, YOUR sen seated in a
hespital tent 1n sweltering heat; ravaged by Jjungle sickness; a
vart ef his bedy blewn off by a shell er grenade; with a feeling
of leyalty te hls fellew Americans and his ceuntry; anxieusly
awalting a werd froem his home er about his home; finally receiving

this werd in the ferm of a newspaper with an article en the frent



'

page headed, Demonstraters Against American Seldiers in Viet Nam.

“ Net eneugh ceuld be sald about the utter frustration ani demeral-

izing effeet this weuld have on any seldier, This eould be yeour
son, ysur neighber's sen, and always an American son.

The very fact we have the wenderful things we have teday and
5t111 enjey our censtitutienal freedems shoeuld te a reminder eof
all the men that se valiantly gave their lives during wWerld War II.
reaple were net passive twenty years ago--everyene cared because
ev-eryone thought we might lese everything. Make ne mistake abeut
i1t; aur very existence hangs on the sutceme of the whele Ssutheast
Asia situatien. As was stated in the Octeber Readers' Digest in
an article about our stand in Asis, "---the war concerns the future
of the whele Pacific and the security ef the Western hemisphere,
especially the United States.

All members attending the last general membership meeting
unanimously, withesut anyene dissenting, gave their whelehearted
suppert te the beard ef directers te investigate thé pessibilities
in initiating pestive actien te shew eur suppert ef the U.S. Gev-
ernment and show appreciation te sur fellew Americans fighting .se
that we may retain eur heritage, I am preud te say a hard-werking

sroup of Muncie Jaycees have ceme up with a wenderful preject show-
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sur appreciation te the ssldlers and supperting our Goevernment,
2n the preject. It can involve anyone that can write; and when you
near the 13ea, I urge you te take the fifteen eor twenty mirutes it
would take ta invelve yau in this werthwhile cause,

AND UNITED--Be concerned so that ysur children or
srandchildren are atle to have the same sprertunities that gave us
all the wonderful things we enjsy teday.

4ALT SAUER, President

luncie Junier
Chamber of Commerce

Sy the time ysu read this letter, publicity may have already started
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