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fielle, £21lou Vermonters. This s your Congressman, Bob 3tafford, reporting
ones again to you from the nation's capitsl in Washington, B.C,
Tae 29th Cangress Ykeeps rolling on, The experts and the jundits who
forocast a labor Dy adjonrmment ares now turning their crystal ball on
the first of October, merely proving that there are &Mernsl optimists
et

left hers in Washington, 7 can't :lf«a,aavﬁ. that @M two years age vhen

4

we were Bﬁﬁoabg adjourn in Cetober, the final gavel fe2l a-u the snow :‘Lmk
Fﬁ#ms Cariptmar Rve,

T do expect, seriously though, that this first session of the BOth

Congreas will wind up its work sometime sround the middle of Cetober, Whenever
_ ‘@)

the 4ate does come, I plan to spsnd as much time as possidlefback in Vermont
reporting directly to organizations and individusls on the activities which
have taken place in Washington thiz year, If we make Pe@w mid-October, I
will then plan %o be in Vermont for four or five days sach week for a five
or six weck period, returning to Washington on wesikends to be with sy family,

While T cannot make 2y definite commitments regarding time, nuntil I know
vhen ws will adjourn, I would be glad to hoar from arny group which wishes me to
make m personal report on my activities as your Congressman. I, of course, regrst

that

La

have had %20 turn down invitstions to a number of medtings in Varmont this

month, but I know Vermonters want me to give first atiention to the Job thay

slacted me to perform in tho Honse of Representatives,

I wil! beo making at loast ono more of these monthly radio rsports to you

before tho oloss of the Congress, and I trust that at that time I can give you

mors specific information on Just whefh I will ba in the state,
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The emphasis of the admindstration during this Congress continues to be
on pushing damestic legislation, Few would deny that there has been plenty of
action in this fleld, But at the same time, as T have remarked about in the
past months, problems continue Lo mount on the international scene,.

wite frankly, T have an uncomfortable feeling that while we are
attempting to build a great soclety here at home, our alliances overnoas
are crumbling, The war in Vietnam contimues to de=and more of our strength
and resources, How, & potentially mere dangerous situation from an international
standpoint .no.u.u_ itz ugly head as we witness a direct confrontation between
Indis and Pakistan, In our pert of the world, the revolt in the Jominican
Republican continues to smoulder from time to time, And in Burope, the
entire HATO allisnce 1= threstened as Fronck President Charles de Gaulle
cz2lls for an end to the jJoint military command. Former President Sisenhower
reacted strongly to de Gaulle’s contimued indopendent action, stating that
1f the Joint military effort in Burope is scrapped, NATO is doomed.

It saems to me that Fresident Johnson and his entire asdministration
should immediately turn their attentlion and energies toward bringing about

a permanont end to the Tndiafakistan battle, and to consolidating ocur

relations with countries throughout ¢_1o world which were once !mioLm be
our allies, History has proved that we cannot live within our own borders and
ignore situations in other parts of the world., Tt will do little good to build
any great socisty here at home, if ~e are to loose our friends and ocur suppopt
abroad. So, this Congrsssman hopes that the administration i1l give avidence

of taking morns direct action to end present conflicts on tha internationsl scene,
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A8 I have indicatsd, thars has beaen no slow down 4n the Congressional
sction on domestic i1ssues, Both tha Houss of Repressntatives and the Senate
have in the last month approved the second major educational assistance H11
%o coms bafore the presant Congress, You will recall that sarlier this year
the first major faderal profram of =id Lo elszmentary and sscondary aducation
was snacte! into law, Now we are on the doorstep to final aporoval of a measure
providing aid {o Higher Education, with House and Senate conferess vorking on
details of disagreement batween the bhills approved separately by e=ach body,

As passed by the Honse, the Hizher Sducetion legislation will estahlish
the first prozram of direct scholarship %o college students and &t will groatly
increase and libaralize the loans which are available for such students,

In addition, pﬂ\w:.o«»mo- increased funds for construction grants o budld
andergradnats facilitles; 14 estublishes a five-year program to improve college
1ibtparies; it provides grants to colleges and universities who wish to develop

and offsr commiinity service comrses; and it estahlishes s program for assisting
those small daveloping institutlons of higher learning which have begun operations
sround the country in racent years,

Your Congressman supported this Ysgislation when it was debated in the

Housze and approved by a vots of 267 to 22, Tut I 3t311 rogrot the Tact that the

majority party in the Congresz has thus far refused to give any consideration to
legislation which I introdiuced sarlier this year, giving direct tax crodits

to all individuals who were fobting the costly bills incurred when our young
people go o college, The tax oredit rlan 45 the only one which wonld give
overy family with s child in college some direct assistance tovard meeting

thess costs, I %811 contimie to urge action on this plan next year.
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Die aininistration's omnibus farm bill, employing what I term Bhotzun methods,
vas slso passed by the louse und has now received Senate approval, It covers
every major farm commodlty produced in this country and over the next four
years will cost the taxpayers some 12 billion dollars, We in the East wil)
ray more taxes to subsidige feed grain, vheat and other products and then our
farmars A1l pay higher costs to purchase these grains for their poultry znd dairy
cattle, For the first time, this measure will slgo provide for the entablishment
of milk quotas for dairy Carmers., The only saving grace sbout thisz ssciion is
that 4t w121 have to be approved Ly two-thirds of the milk producers in cach
marketing area before heing put into effect, I voted against the bill and will
nndoubtedly oppose whatover compromise is reported back to ths Houss from confersnce,
The louse gave overwhelming approval to legislation changing the immigration
gystem 50 as to slisminate the nations]l origine quots. It incrsased pensions
for disabled veterans and anmities for civil service retiress. The military
pay bill, which your Congressman co-sponsored was given final spproval and signed
by the Tresident despite hiz opposition to it while it wam poing through Congress,
The Putlic Works and Zconomic Development Aot of 1965 received my mupport
and was approved by the lHouge after being amended during debate to inmure that

amall states were entitled to assistance under itz provisions,

— — e e’ e

The new Nonsing and Urban Developmont Act, which also E-.glu.?n .
water and sswer facilities and neighborhood improvement programs, was signed into
law, I have zlready besn contacted by soveral Vermont communities shoe sish to
apply for wmter and sower grants under this now get. Vermont w1l also receive
pymonts under the Slemantary-Seconadry Sducational Assistance Aot, == Congress

spproved onz billion dollars to implement this new program.
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1 sscent activities as your Congressman also included testifying on

* thrae natters before the Congress, I appeared befors a flousa Aoriculture
committee in su;port of the Mural Witer BI11, vhich uas Pirst introduced Yy
Sonator Atken, This important %111 has now been cleared for House action
and should help some of our Vermont rural towms which are mong the 20,000
areas in the natlon without an adequate water supply and systesm,

I also appearsd before the Joint Committee on the Crganizstion of
Congress and suggested nine specific reforms which I felt kxXk would make the
Congress more «fficient and up-tp-date,

Earlier this week, I save strong endorsement to the proposal which
would provide Vermont with an additional Federsl District Judgeship,
Svidance prasanted by me to the Judieclary Comunitles showe that Vermont's
singls Bistrict Court presently has the fifth heaviest caseload of the 928
district courts 4n the country, This proposal has zlso bean supported bty the
Federsl Judielal system, the Governor of Vermont and has been approved by
the Senate, I expect approval will be given to it sarly next year.in the Houses

#12e not belng abla to get homs to Vermonl for some time, At has baen
oncouraging to have marny of you writs me your vlews on particular legislation.

T appreciats your taking the time to writs and Nope you w3111 contimie to do 30,

T w1} be with you on this radio station agals next month, Thanks for 1istening,



