Summary of My Position - Senator Everett w:xinley ?i_rksgn

S. J. Res. 1

There 1is 16 doubt that we must have a constitutional amendment to deal
¢ ek with the problems of presidential succession and ipability. I am in complete
agreement with the Subcommittee on Constitutional Amendments and with the

full Judiciary Ccmmittee that we should take favorable action on an amend- e e
ment without delay. o el A S aa

I support the purpose of the amendment My cc‘}iﬁeem arises from scme
of the language of the amendment. o : i

4

. The Attorney General, in hie testimony before m Senate subccmittee,
d found it necessary to make a large number of "assumptions” to resolve
ambiguities in the language of S. J. Res. 1. Last week before the Judiciary
Committee of the House, he indicated that the resalution as reported to the
: %enate had not cured these mxporta.nt MIguities_ W;;; el s
What are these troublesma pointe? They relate tn the mechanics of i
the determination of the President's disability and the transfer of his powers
and duties. _Such details peed not and should not be xw.ma 1o & cometitu-
W, Just as the emtitutma eaves the details of presidential
.. _succession for legislation instead of 1&@@!’&#&3 ‘the details in the body
-7 of the Constitution. But if these details are to he mm in the amend-
= ‘ment. tl*ey must be reworked to avoid the mmtm M& ﬂﬁll m t«:&m ‘

If thése problems are not cured nov, it » f'
amendment to cure them. ermr, the preperm
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V Tothatend Ishﬂlofferac&bstitutemn&u&hﬁhiehn&h&iyhas o5
teer espoused by the Attorney General but which has carried the anﬂammnt ;
of the American Bar Association, the Association of the Bar of 'tha City of
New York, a.nd New York State Bar Association. ~ It has been nsore:
the past by members of the Senate from hoth sides of the siele, and wp-
ported by three past Attorneys General of the United States. It is simple

and direct in languege. It provides that the Vice President succeeds to

the Office of President upon the death or resignation of the Fresident and
to his powers and duties when the Preaident is er ib. dis&bility and 4t o
provides the route by which the Co de : ls of prm%;

dential inability just as the Comstitution now mmrera the Ccmgress to%enl
with presidential succession.
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